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My Lords, 
THE dignity of your ſtation, the ſanity 
of your character, and, above all, the 
benevolent purpoſe of your function, name- 
ly, the promotion of the eternal welfare of 
ſouls, point you out as ſingularly proper 
to be addreſſed on a ſubjett that has, of 
late, engaged the attention of the public, 
has undergone a parliamentary diſcuſſion, 
and is likely to be ſoon brought again be- 
fore the legiſlature, I mean the traffic car- 
ried on from this country to the coaſt of 
Africa for ſlaves, 


Having ſolemnly accepted of the ſacred 
office of communicating to mankind the 
high beheſts of Heaven, under the glorious 
diſpenſation of the goſpel ; to give effect 


to its benevolent purpoſes muſt be the 
: _ warmeſt 
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warmeſt wiſh of your hearts, muſt be the 
primary rule of all your actions. On this 
ground, which I confider as incontroverti- 
ble, no apology is neceſſary for telling you 
frankly, my Lords, what men, of every 
religious denomination in this country, are 
expecting from you. 


Eminently diſtinguiſhed as miniſters of 
the goſpel, which breathes peace and uni- 
verſal good-will to man, your Lordſhips 
muſt feel the force of the call of ſtation, 
character, and function, which invites you, 
which requires you, to promote with ener- 
gy and zeal, the benevolent purpoſes of 
that religion on which you found the title 
to the dignity and diſtinction which you 
poſſeſs; and you are well aware that what- 

ever titles men may aſſume, it belongs to 
actions and conduct to confer real dignity 
and diſtinction. | 


To ſtand forward as one man, and to 
interpoſe the crozier of peace and brotherly 
kindneſs between the innocent inhabitants 
of Africa, and the mercileſs rufhans of Eu- 
rope, between the ſimple, unrefined felicity 


($8.1 

of pagans, and the ruthleſs avarice of chriſ- 
tians, is what the public expect at your 
hands, is what will give luſtre to your ſta- 
tion, reſpectability to your character, and 
conſiſtency to the diſcharge of your chriſ- 
tian duty: it remains therefore for you, my 
Lords, to anſwer the juſt and reaſonable 
expectation of the public in a buſineſs of 
the utmoſt moment, and which ſeems more 
peculiarly to belong to your department. 


I will not ſay that ignorance, a term that 
ſhould not be mentioned in your preſence, 
probably inattention, to this important ſub- 
Jett, has hitherto prevented your Lord- 
ſhips from applying the principles of Chriſ- 
tianity to the nature and prattice of the 
ſlave-trade ; but I wiſh to refer it to your 
conſideration, whether, in thoſe ſerious mo- 
ments when you commune with your own 
hearts, you feel yourſelves clear of the blood 
of Africa, and acquitted of the guilt that | 
has been brought upon this nation, by 
the legiſlative ſanction recently given to a 
traffic in human beings, 


Was it not for you, at that ſolemn junc- 
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ture, when the happineſs of millions hung 
upon the deciſion of the Britiſh Senate,— 
was it not for you, my Lords, at that aw- 
ful moment, to deprecate the baleful effect 
of the machinations of men devoted to the 
baſeſt purpoſes of avarice, and holding in 
contempt the beſt and worthieſt feelings of 
the human heart, as well as every ſocial 
and relative duty, when placed in oppoſi- 
tion to their ſordid and ſanguinary views. 
But, my Lords, if, on conſulting your 
own hearts, you ſhould find, that in re- 
ference to this buſineſs, you have not, ſatis- 
factorily to yourſelves or to others, fulfilled 
thoſe offices of chriſtianity and ſocial virtue, 
which become your eminent rank in the 
chriſtian world, let me implore you to pay 
a prompt and ſerious attention to a ſecond 
parliamentary diſcuſſion of the queſtion 
for aboliſhing the ſlave trade, which will 
ſoon take place ; and ſhould this queſtion 
be ſent forward for the conſideration of 
your honourable Houle, let the nation, 
let every good man, be furniſhed with an 
unequivocal proof that you are indeed 
chriſtian Biſhops, whole conduct is leſs re- 
gulated by the ſpeculative profeſſions of 

chriſ- 
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chriſtianity, than by its practical and bene. 
volent principles, 


I have ſaid, that to actions and conduct 
it belongs, to confer real dignity and diſ- 
tinction; and, conſequently, actions and 
conduct may induce diſreſpect and even con- 
tempt, but woe to the church-eſtabliſhment 
of this country, when its prelacy is fallen 
into contempt: and it may be well worth 
your Lordſhip's while to conſider, whether 
it will not tend to place you in this ſitu- 
ation, if, in deſpite of the catholic ſpirit 
of chriſtianity, your order become the ad- 
vocates for a traffic, which none but in- 
carnate fiends can purſue; or, if, what will 
be deemed ſcarcely leſs opprobrious, you 
do not rouſe from that lethargy which 
your caluminators connett with your pre- 
ferment, and approve yourſelves, during 
the diſcuſſion of this queſtion, the miniſ- 
ters of peace on earth and 'goodwill to 


man, 


In the moments of leiſure, for ſuch mo- 


ments, I will venture to preſume, you pol- 
ſeſs, 


Ca): 
ſeſs, even amid the paſtoral cares and ſo- 
lemn duties of your office, deign, my 
Lords, to trace the authentic hiſtory of the 
moſt aggravated human miſery that ever 
exiſted on the face of the earth, as given 
in evidence before 
Houſe of Commons on the ſubject of the 
Slave Trade. You are converſant with 
the Book of Maftyrs, and your hearts have 
often thrilled with horror at the ſanguinary 
proceedings of the deluded fanatics of that 
day, who, however, had to plead for their 
conduct what they conceived to be the 
fafety of the church and ſtate; an argu- 
ment which your Lordſhips will admit to 
be of no ſmall moment in defence of any 
caufe ; but, without meaning to obliterate 
this awful page of hiſtory, or to under- 
value the worthies of a leſs enlightened 
age; their ſufferings were a trifling, mo- 
mentary buſineſs compared with the heca- 
tombs of hves that, from age to age, have 
been, and continue to be, annually ſacri- 
ficed at the altar of avarice, by means of 
the ſlave-trade in Africa. | 


) 

To recite any of the circumſtances of 
torture of body, or anguiſh of ſoul, which 
befals the innocent natives of Africa, when 
forcibly ſeparated from their deareſt con- 
nex10ns, or in the conveyance of them 
acroſs the Atlantic, or in the ſale of them 
to the planters, or in the treatment of them 
upon the plantations, 1s not my preſent 
purpoſe. In the evidence above alluded 
to, your Lordſhips will readily obſerve in- 
diſputable facts in each of thoſe ſtages of 
this horrid traffie, which, though they may 
wound your feelings, will, I truſt, demand 
your attention, becauſe they have been re- 
cently ſanctioned by a chriſtian legiſlature, 
of which you form ſo grave and diſtin- 


guiſhed a part. 


Happy will it be for this iſland, which, 
in the preſent day, ſits as a queen and 
knows no ſorrow, if, after this public legiſ- 
lative ſanction, it eſcapes the diſpleaſure of 
him who weighs the nations in a balance, 
and who, as Lord of all the earth, will aſ- 
ſuredly do right, will aſſuredly decide with 
unerring jultice, in that day, when the long 

but 


1 


but bloody account between England and 
Africa muſt be ſettled,---a day which, it 
needs no talent of prediction to aſſert, will 
certainly come, unleſs the counſels of Pro- 
vidence, as exhibited in the hiſtory and 
fad experience of the nations of the earth, 


be changed. Haſten, then, my Lords, to 


avert, or mitigate, if poſſible, the effects of 
a crying national evil ; be the foremoſt, as 
it becomes you, to ſtop the career of rapine, 
rabbery and murder, which this nation 
(for after the late parliamentary decifion,--I 
am warranted in pronouncing it to be the 
act and deed of the nation) is in the prac- 
tice of on the coaſt of Africa. Appeal, 
my Lords, with chriſtian boldneſs, to the 
juſtice of your country, which your ſitua- 
tion, in the ſupreme court of the kingdom, 
affords you an opportunity of doing. Let 
the voice of Africa be heard at the bar of 


your Houle ; 


© Britons ! 
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& Britons! and Lords of this favoured 
“ ile! 


J addreſs you, on behalf of my numer- 

* ous offspring, to whom the univerſal parent 
« has given to poſſeſs a land of unparalleled 
« fertility ; but, alas! to us the bleſſings of 
« Heaven are blaſted by an intercourſe with 
« a claſs of our fellow-creatures, ſtyling them- 
« ſelves Chr:iſtzans, who, after having cor- 
* rupted, are aſſiſted by, my degenerate ſons, 
* in ravaging my coaſts, in burning my vil- 
* lages, in ranſacking the peaceful habitations 
* of my children; ſweeping away, with that 
« relentleſs fury which chriſtianity alone can 
s inſpire, parents, ſons and daughters, dragging 
them into a loathſome floating cavern, load- 
* ing them with chains, and delivering the 
* hapleſs ſurvivors of thoſe hardſhips to 
* endleſs bondage, for the conſideration of 
* a ſmall piece of paper. Oh, dire exchange! 
66 and 


( 14 ) 
tc and all thoſe outrages inſultingly juſtified 
* upon the principle of a different complec- 
& tion, which the Great Being has allotted to 
te my offspring; but though they may be 
&* diſtinguiſhable by a more ſable hue of the 
&« ſkin, I appeal to thoſe reverend fathers ar- 
© rayed in white, who have made the nature 
« and intereſts of the ſoul their particular 
te ſtudy, whether their reſearches have enabled 
te them to diſcover any national diſtinction in 


* the colour of ſouls. 


J call upon thoſe venerable ſages, the 
te learned miniſters of the law, to ſay whe- 
ce ther the principles of juſtice, the diſtinctions 
te of right and wrong, vary according to the 
s latitude of the countries in which they are 
* recognized ; whether what in this ifland is 
« deemed the moſt flagitious outrage on 
ce the order of ſociety and the inherent pri- 
ce vileges of man, becomes an act of kindneſs, 


« if practiſed under the equator. 


* Of you, the hereditary counſellors of your 
t ſovereign, the fame of whoſe parental character 
* has reached to diſtant lands, whoſe heart muſt 
* 


— 
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« feel for mine, I aſk not the inſtant ceſſation 
«<< of my wrongs, as a boon ; I demand it as 
« a right, of which, by the combination of 
4% power and avarice, I have ſo long been de- 


«« prived, to the indelible diſgrace of the 


& chriſtian name.” 


FINIS. 


419319 


